Why is Labouré Needed?

10,000
Individuals discerning a
priestly or religious vocation in
the US annually*

42%

$60,000

Are blocked from pursuing
this call due to education
loans*

The average amount our
vocational aspirants in Labouré
owe in educational loans

How does the Mission Work?
OUR ASPIRANTS

THE LABOURE SOCIETY

Are discerning a vocation and have been accepted
into a diocese or religious institute

This is my

Vocation Story
In the Beginning: Hi, my name is Ashley Brooks. I was born and raised in
Madison, Wisconsin. I have an older brother who, like all in my family, is a
diehard Wisconsin Badger Fan! With this same Badger blood running through
my veins I attended the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Various activities in
college, like attending the Newman Center and a Catholic Summer Camp, truly
shaped and formed my faith. I owe so much of my growth and love for human
dignity, justice, mercy, and freedom to the people I’ve met over those four pivotal
years. It was during those years that I began to sense God was calling me to
religious life.

Works with aspirants to utilize all personal means to
mitigate their loan amount prior to acceptance into the
program

Are blocked from entering or continuing vocational
formation due to student loans

Trains each aspirant in Catholic-based philanthropy
Mentors each aspirant to build a unified team; each
individual works toward the collective goal

Are trained by Labouré in Catholic-based
fundraising and are provided with practical tools,
personal mentoring, and accountability

Provides ongoing accountability and personal
guidance to ensure proper preparation and completion
of the individual fundraising plans of each aspirant

Share their vocation stories with thousands of
Catholic donors, thereby building a culture of
vocations and evangelization

Equips each aspirant with an online fundraising
platform and multi-media fundraising tools

As a class of 20-25 aspirants raise funds collectively
and receive awards from those funds to be applied
to their debt

Facilitates ongoing aspirant/donor communication
and updates after aspirant enters formation

What Has Labouré Accomplished?
$8 MILLION

300+

PROVEN

TRUSTED

Raised by Labouré
aspirants since 2003

Assisted into formation to the
priesthood or religious life

In operation
since 2003

Listed in the Official
Catholic Directory

* NRVC, Vision Study, 2010
The Labouré Society is a recognized 501(c)(3) nonprofit, and is listed in the Official Catholic Directory. All donations are tax deductible. Gifts solicited by our aspirants belong to Labouré and are
dispersed upon board approved guidelines to ensure full compliance with IRS rulings. All gifts made to Labouré are non-refundable. Aspirants who leave Labouré are not required to repay any
funds disbursed but are strongly encouraged to support Labouré however possible. Funds granted but not dispersed to a former aspirant are made available to other Labouré needs.

“I owe so much of my growth
and love for human dignity,
justice, mercy, and freedom to
the people I’ve met over those
four pivotal years.”

Ashley Brooks
Community: Sisters of Mary Morning Star
Alma Mater: University of Wisconsin, 		
Madison
Degree:
Home:
Phone:
Email:
To Donate:

Social Work, Spanish
Wisconsin
(608) 235-2918
ashley@rescuevocations.org
rescuevocations.org/ashley

My Faith: At a young age, I remember really
liking Mass and religion class. As I got older, Mass became “optional”
as sports and friends became higher priorities in my life. I still went
to weekly Mass, attended a Catholic summer camp in my diocese
and attended religious education until I was confirmed. But, when
confirmation classes ended, so did my involvement in church related
activities. Unfortunately, my faith hit the backburner during my final
two years of high school, leading to two of the most difficult years of
my life. When I arrived at college, I felt lost, uncertain and confused
about who I wanted to be. One Sunday I decided to attend Mass. Lo’
and behold I saw a girl who lived down the hall from me in my dorm.
We instantly became friends. The next weekend another girl in my
hall invited me to Mass. Eventually there was a group of about 1012 people from my dorm who started hanging around the Newman
Center and getting involved (something unusual at a large public
university). During this time I saw the Lord truly working through these
friendships.

My first two years of college were a time of getting involved in as many things as I could: going on church
retreats, going and serving on weekly student-led ministries, bible study, going to Mass, and playing club
softball. My schedule was filled to the brim with things and people that I loved. This sounds good but
there was no space to think, breathe or pray… No time to pray. No time for silence. I was so consumed with
attending every social event (Catholic or not) that I never stopped to question if in my heart I was actually
practicing and believing what I preached. Mostly I was living by the motto that, “if my friends were there, I
would be there too, no matter which social situation it was.”

Things changed when I studied abroad in Cuba. I found myself in a new
country with peers having different lifestyles and beliefs. Even though I was
among strangers, the Lord soon showed me the universality of His Church.
Across the street from my host family was a Catholic Church offering daily
Mass. I was far from my old friends, but was still at home with them in the
Eucharist. Again I was experiencing how my friends new and old from all
locations across the world could lead me to the Lord. I started to see how
the Lord has guided me through my friendships. Through all these years the
Holy Spirit has used friendship to draw me closer to Christ. I now believe
true friends allow themselves to be overshadowed by the Holy Spirit who
will lead us to our Lord.

“The Lord is calling me to be exactly
who I am, to the fullest. His will be
done.”

Called to Serve: I came back from Cuba with many questions about the
Catholic faith. Through spiritual direction and strong support from my
community, I felt the Lord guiding me. Not long after, a good friend of mine
invited me to drive 7 hours with her and two Sisters of Mary Morning Star
that I did not know, to a “come-and-see” at their convent in Minnesota. The
sisters are contemplatives who had been coming to our college church. We
spent 24 incredible hours in silence, prayer, bible study and formation. But,
my favorite part of the trip was simply talking with the sisters on the way to
their convent and back. I learned so much. These sisters had a sense of calm
and freedom that was unlike anything I had ever seen or experienced before.
This was a great moment of God’s foreshadowing my future but discerning
religious life was not really on my mind then. My plan was to serve in the
community doing social work.

About two weeks after my come and see, as Divine providence would have it I went on a silent retreat led by these
same sisters. I spoke with the sisters about my life, my confusions, the reasons I did not think I could enter religious
life, difficulties, etc. One sister said I should come be a part of the “School of Life.” This program allowed me to come
and discern by living the sister’s everyday life to see if it would be a fit. The School of Life provided great formation
while allowing me the freedom to actively discern Gods call for my life.
My Vocation: The 8-month mark of living with the sisters landed on the Easter Triduum. That weekend was pivotal.
My fears of entering religious life subsided and my desire to enter a contemplative community became obvious. The
Lord changed my fears to trust. I discovered that everything I offer to the Lord, he would bless it, allow it to blossom,
and return it to me a hundred fold. I understood that Jesus’ plan was accounting for my deepest desire and that in
His own way He was going to fulfill those desires. I am ready for this next step. I am ready to serve Him through the
Sisters of Mary Morning Star. His will be done.
Prayer & Invitation: I am currently in my 9th month at the School of Life. God willing I will enter the novitiate next
year. I humbly ask for your prayers and intercession for my class of Labouré aspirants. We all have student loan debt
blocking our paths to religious life. Through Labouré and with Gods will my class will overcome this obstacle. “Be
anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known
to God (Phillipians 4:6).” Thank you so much for reading my story. Please contact me if you would like to learn more
or find out how you can help at ashley@rescuevocations.org. God bless You!

I am an aspirant of Labouré
I am also a fundraiser for a class of aspirants pursuing the priesthood or religious life. A recent study
confirmed that nearly 1 of every 2 aspirants are blocked from entering their seminaries and religious
communities because of student loan debt. It is the only thing that prevents many – including me – from
entering formation to become a priest, sister or brother. My classmates are discerning all over the country.
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With your help, we will rebuild the Church!
My goal is to raise $60,000 (the average student loan amount) before December 31st of this year for
The Labouré Society, a Catholic non-profit that helps aspirants like me to answer God’s call.
Every aspirant has been accepted by a diocese or community and is required to work to liquidate their
assets in order to make their own maximum loan
payments. Through Labouré, my fellow aspirants and I
work together as a class, raising donations which will be
divided amongst the class and ultimately applied to our
remaining student loans.
We are blessed to have this opportunity to share our love
for God, our vocation stories, and to invite hundreds of
individuals to support vocations like ours by financially
investing in our future and the future of the Church.
Will you join our vocational journeys?

Our vocations story videos are online at: www.RescueVocations.org

Maria Aldape

Society of Our Lady of the
Most Holy Trinity (SOLT)

Please partner with us and be part of our vocation
team so we can answer God’s call together!

My Vocation: Being a priest had always been on the table as a practicing
Catholic. I regularly considered it when I was young but put it on the back
burner during my teenage years. My sophomore year at college, I attended a
discernment retreat at a diocesan seminary. At that retreat I remember being
very much at peace with the idea of being a priest. Thinking about the life
of a priest; praying the office, hearing confessions, fostering a community,
and confecting the Eucharist was all very attractive to me and this peace was
so compelling that I realized I had to pursue it more seriously to effectively
discern.
After college I had more time available so I began to attend more come-andsee retreats with various orders and the local diocese. Each event was kind
of like going on a blind date. You look for that magic fit, like a puzzle piece
to your soul, but also look for where you can do the most good with the gifts
or talents you’ve been given. I have an affinity for preaching. I really enjoy
public speaking! I love talking to large groups about anything theological
and a family friend recommended I check out the Dominican Order which is
the order of preachers. Right away I felt at home; Dominican way of life has
four pillars; prayer, study, community, and ministry. Each pillar plays a role
in both the personal life of the religious and all those who interact with them.
Dominican spirituality centers around “sharing the fruits of contemplation”
“In my vocation I desire to preach,
which implies a balance of contemplative and active lifestyles. It was seeing
minister to the sick and suffering,
these tenets in action that attracted me to the Dominican Order. In my
offer the Mass, and hear
vocation I desire to preach, minister to the sick and suffering, offer the Mass,
and hear confessions. However, that spiritual battery easily runs dry without
confessions.”
study, prayer, and community. I know I’m going to need brothers during the
challenges, knowledge to inform preaching, prayer to give time to God, and contemplation, and I think I may have
found the balance I need with the Dominicans, God willing. I’m very excited and nervous, but I know that with any
vocation where there is sacrifice there is also abundant grace!
Called to Serve: I’m happy to say that I am an aspirant with the Dominican Order but I have a very difficult obstacle to
overcome. At the current rate and ability, I would have to wait more than ten years before being debt free and able to
enter the Order freely. Thankfully my vocation director was able to direct me to The Labouré Society and I have been
incorporated into their 15th class! It is safe to say that I feel very blessed and I thank you for taking the time to learn
more about the mission.
Prayer & Invitation: I ask that you please continue to pray for vocations. I’ve witnessed first-hand that those prayers
are working like you wouldn’t believe! Many people are encouraged by God and the Church to consider ministering
to His flock thanks to your prayers. If you would like to know more about my vocation story, I encourage you to reach
out to me directly at conor@laboureaspirant.org. I love personal interaction and would love to get to know you more
as I take this journey of faith.

I am an aspirant of Labouré
I am also a fundraiser for a class of aspirants pursuing the priesthood or religious life. A recent study
confirmed that nearly 1 of every 2 aspirants are blocked from entering their seminaries and religious
communities because of student loan debt. It is the only thing that prevents many – including me – from
entering formation to become a priest, sister or brother. My classmates are discerning all over the country.
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With your help, we will rebuild the Church!
My goal is to raise $60,000 (the average student loan amount) before December 31st of this year for
The Labouré Society, a Catholic non-profit that helps aspirants like me to answer God’s call.
Every aspirant has been accepted by a diocese or community and is required to work to liquidate their
assets in order to make their own maximum loan
payments. Through Labouré, my fellow aspirants and I
work together as a class, raising donations which will be
divided amongst the class and ultimately applied to our
remaining student loans.
We are blessed to have this opportunity to share our love
for God, our vocation stories, and to invite hundreds of
individuals to support vocations like ours by financially
investing in our future and the future of the Church.
Will you join our vocational journeys?

Our vocations story videos are online at: www.RescueVocations.org

Maria Aldape

Society of Our Lady of the
Most Holy Trinity (SOLT)

Please partner with us and be part of our vocation
team so we can answer God’s call together!

Why is Labouré Needed?

10,000
Individuals discerning a
priestly or religious vocation in
the US annually*

42%

$60,000

Are blocked from pursuing
this call due to education
loans*

The average amount our
vocational aspirants in Labouré
owe in educational loans

How does the Mission Work?
OUR ASPIRANTS

THE LABOURE SOCIETY

Are discerning a vocation and have been accepted
into a diocese or religious institute

Works with aspirants to utilize all personal means to
mitigate their loan amount prior to acceptance into the
program

Are blocked from entering or continuing vocational
formation due to student loans

In the Beginning: Hi, my name is Anthony Cruz. I was born and raised in Caguas,
Puerto Rico and now live in Chicago, Illinois. My family has both Catholic and
Protestant roots leading me to grow up in both worlds. As a baby, I was baptized
Roman Catholic yet mainly grew up Protestant. Faith was, however, central to
my life and worldview.
My Faith: Since my teen years, I felt an attraction to faith, religion, and culture.
As my family moved around I would walk to the closest church to attend
worship service. Once we moved back to Puerto Rico, I began to discover the
Church in a new way. A devotion to the Holy Spirit began to develop and my
community there helped me to discover and renew a love for the faith which
extended through my high school years and halfway through college.

Provides ongoing accountability and personal
guidance to ensure proper preparation and completion
of the individual fundraising plans of each aspirant
Equips each aspirant with an online fundraising
platform and multi-media fundraising tools

As a class of 20-25 aspirants raise funds collectively
and receive awards from those funds to be applied
to their debt

Facilitates ongoing aspirant/donor communication
and updates after aspirant enters formation

What Has Labouré Accomplished?
300+

PROVEN

Assisted into formation to the
priesthood or religious life

In operation
since 2003

TRUSTED

Listed in the Official
Catholic Directory

* NRVC, Vision Study, 2010
The Labouré Society is a recognized 501(c)(3) nonprofit, and is listed in the Official Catholic Directory. All donations are tax deductible. Gifts solicited by our aspirants belong to Labouré and are
dispersed upon board approved guidelines to ensure full compliance with IRS rulings. All gifts made to Labouré are non-refundable. Aspirants who leave Labouré are not required to repay any
funds disbursed but are strongly encouraged to support Labouré however possible. Funds granted but not dispersed to a former aspirant are made available to other Labouré needs.

Anthony Cruz Pantojas
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Illinois
(787) 940-6156
anthonyc@rescuevocations.org
rescuevocations.org/anthony

My Vocation: My past religious experiences led me to apply to Andover
Newton Theology School. It was there that I learned about interreligious
dialogue and, without knowing it, began to develop the vocabulary I
needed to express my deepest longings. During my studies, I learned to
explore and find out who or rather whose I was while discovering my
theological voice as a budding theologian.

Mentors each aspirant to build a unified team; each
individual works toward the collective goal

Share their vocation stories with thousands of
Catholic donors, thereby building a culture of
vocations and evangelization

Raised by Labouré
aspirants since 2003

Vocation Story

Trains each aspirant in Catholic-based philanthropy

Are trained by Labouré in Catholic-based
fundraising and are provided with practical tools,
personal mentoring, and accountability

$8 MILLION

This is my

“I quickly realized that the
charism of this community,
which can be summed up as
Servants of the Word and
Companions in Hope, was the
kind of ministry that I wanted
to embody and live out as a
religious.”

My first year I attended a course sponsored by The Hispanic Summer
program. That program changed the trajectory of my whole life. A priest
who taught a class on Latino Religious Expressions helped me see how
my Catholic and cultural identity were intertwined. As a result, I ended
up returning to school with a desire to re-kindle my faith as a baptized
Catholic and was confirmed the following Easter. My confirmation
process was amazing, and my godmother played a great role in this.
She helped me navigate through and nurture the faith of my baptism.
Ultimately this lead me to my current studies at the Jesuit Theologate in
California.

Called to Serve: During a summer of service with the Society of Jesus I
felt the motion of the Holy Spirit in a new way. This started a process
of exploration of the possibility of religious life in Puerto Rico. While there, I attended a local Mass and
encountered the Claretians. These men lived close by and, to my great surprise were the foundational
rock to the local community. I quickly noticed how the community admired the Claretians as did I while
developing a relationship with them. Many times the Claretians accompany those who live and work

