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The Labouré Society is a recognized 501(c)(3) nonprofit, and is listed in the Official Catholic Directory.  All donations are tax deductible. Gifts solicited by our aspirants belong to Labouré and are 
dispersed upon board approved guidelines to ensure full compliance with IRS rulings. All gifts made to Labouré are non-refundable. Aspirants who leave Labouré are not required to repay any 

funds disbursed but are strongly encouraged to support Labouré however possible. Funds granted but not dispersed to a former aspirant are made available to other Labouré needs.

In the Beginning: Hi, my name is Jeff Pooley and I was born and raised in 
Riverside, CA. I am the middle of three children and grew up in a typical 
middle-class Catholic family. Much of our life was parish based. We attended 
Catholic school, mass on Sundays, and engaged in other parish activities. 
My grandparents played a huge part in who I am today. My grandpa, who 
was legally blind for most of my life, was the care taker for all eleven of us 
grandchildren. He truly pushed us to be the best we could be. God undoubtedly 
blessed me in my youth; a truth that I wouldn’t see until much later.

My Faith: Growing up, my faith was very much “cultural.” I knew we were 
Catholic and that it was important, but I couldn’t tell you why. It was there, it 
was real, but it had no depth. 

Freshman year of college, while off by myself for the first time, things 
began to change. This is the time in many peoples’ lives when they reject 
the faith in some way and become rebellious. I wasn’t much different. 
I started skipping Mass, for no reason other than laziness, yet I still 
called myself a nice Catholic guy. I would defend the Church Monday 
through Saturday and then reject her on Sunday. I then looked at myself 
and saw the hypocrite that I was. How could I tell anyone else that the 
Church was right about anything if I wasn’t living it out in my own life? 
I started studying the faith and attending Mass in order to see what we 
really believed. 

I started delving into as many Catholic things as I could because I 
had developed a great desire to grow in the faith. I looked for places 
to interact with other Catholics my age, but unfortunately there was 
nothing within 100 miles except youth ministry. I remember saying to 
God in frustration, “No! I don’t want to serve. I want to be served!” I 

was shaken by my own words. I realized that God was leading me where I had not wanted to go, but where 
He wanted me to go. I started serving in youth ministry, which I did for the next three years. God used this 
time to bestow so many graces on me. Through priests and the sacraments, God opened for me a deeper 
world in the life of the Church. 

My Vocation: I’ve always been amazed by the extravagant and ‘big’ vocation stories of others, because 
my story sounds nothing like that. Mine is the story of a patient God who nudges a stubborn mule along. 
The first nudge came at a young age. I remember being drawn to the Eucharist. I was excited for my first 
communion and I remember thinking that I wanted to receive the Eucharist always. As an altar server, 

“Through priests and the 
sacraments, God opened for 
me a deeper world in the life 
of the Church.”

Jeff Pooley

Community:  Diocese of Phoenix

Alma Mater: Embry-Riddle    
 Aeronautical University

Degree:  Aeronautical Science          
Home:  California  
Phone:  (951) 218-4437 
Email:  jeffreyp@laboureaspirant.org 
To Donate:  rescuevocations.org/jeffrey-pooley

Individuals discerning a 
priestly or religious vocation in 

the US annually*

Raised by Labouré 
aspirants since 2003

Assisted into formation to the 
priesthood or religious life

In operation
since 2003

Are discerning a vocation and have been accepted 
into a diocese or religious institute

Are blocked from entering or continuing vocational 
formation due to student loans

Are trained by Labouré in Catholic-based 
fundraising and are provided with practical tools, 

personal mentoring, and accountability

Share their vocation stories with thousands of 
Catholic donors, thereby building a culture of 

vocations and evangelization

As a class of 20-25 aspirants raise funds collectively 
and receive awards from those funds to be applied 

to their debt

Works with aspirants to utilize all personal means to 
mitigate their loan amount prior to acceptance into the 

program

Trains each aspirant in Catholic-based philanthropy

Mentors each aspirant to build a unified team; each 
individual works toward the collective goal

Provides ongoing accountability and personal 
guidance to ensure proper preparation and completion 

of the individual fundraising plans of each aspirant

Equips each aspirant with an online fundraising 
platform and multi-media fundraising tools

Facilitates ongoing aspirant/donor communication 
and updates after aspirant enters formation

Are blocked from pursuing 
this call due to education 

loans*

The average amount our 
vocational aspirants in Labouré 

owe in educational loans

10,000 42%

OUR ASPIRANTS THE LABOURE SOCIETY

$60,000



I am an aspirant of Labouré
I am also a fundraiser for a class of aspirants pursuing the priesthood or religious life. A recent study 
confirmed that nearly 1 of every 2 aspirants are blocked from entering their seminaries and religious 
communities because of student loan debt. It is the only thing that prevents many – including me – from 
entering formation to become a priest, sister or brother.  My classmates are discerning all over the country.

With your help, we will rebuild the Church!
My goal is to raise $60,000 (the average student loan amount) before December 31st of this year for  
The Labouré Society, a Catholic non-profit that helps aspirants like me to answer God’s call. 

Every aspirant has been accepted by a diocese or community and is required to work to liquidate their 
assets in order to make their own maximum loan 
payments. Through Labouré, my fellow aspirants and I 
work together as a class, raising donations which will be 
divided amongst the class and ultimately applied to our 
remaining student loans. 

We are blessed to have this opportunity to share our love 
for God, our vocation stories, and to invite hundreds of 
individuals to support vocations like ours by financially 
investing in our future and the future of the Church. 

Will you join our vocational journeys? 

Please partner with us and be part of our vocation  
team so we can answer God’s call together!

I can remember being in awe of the priest and of what he was doing. Then 
little league and relationships came into the picture and the story might have 
seemed to end there, but God is faithful. I was weeks from graduating high 
school when the religious order who had run our parish since I was in the 
second grade prepared to go back to Spain. One of the older Spanish priests 
was retiring, but what they had not told us was that he actually had cancer 
and was going home to die near his family. I couldn’t even recall a single word 
he had ever said, yet I sat in a pew and cried for this man. His witness of going 
to a foreign land to lay down his life for his people had impacted my life. I 
remember just hearing God whisper to my heart “I could be calling you to lay 
down your life the same way.” I was in shock. I had a plan for my life. I was 
going off to school. I was going to make money and have a family. 

Four years later I was living with my friend who was discerning a religious 
vocation. Everyone kept saying we both should become priests. He was 
already saying yes and I was saying no. I told myself that I was too deep into 
my career. I felt that there was no turning back. While pursuing multiple 
new career paths, God continued to be faithful. He put many holy people, 
especially priests, in my life. I continued to grow in the faith again and ended 
up back in my home town where a group of Dominican friars served. I started 
meeting with a priest who truly loves like Jesus and I became attracted to the 
priesthood yet again. Unfortunately, I felt that no one would consider me 
because of my debt. So I pushed forward in my career trying to ignore the call, 
but it was all I could think about. One day I decided I had to reach out to the 
vocation director of Phoenix. I knew in the blink of an eye that I couldn’t hide 

this desire anymore. God had been lovingly calling me for so long. I felt God was calling me by name for Himself and 
for His Church. How could I resist a second longer! 

Called to Serve: The Church has always talked about how the faith is really passed on in the domestic Church, 
the home. This is one of the things that draws me to the diocese of Phoenix. The diocese, under the leadership of 
our bishop, has been a leading force in revitalizing this truth! One of the ways is through the apostolic exhortation 
“Into the Breach” where the bishop calls upon men to lead the battle against sin and evil. She continues to grow                
multi-generational male fraternity among grandfathers, fathers and sons through her men’s conference, that sells out 
every year. The apostolate Life Teen International, was founded in the diocese of Phoenix, and continues to make its 
mark on the world. All of this is possible because men in every generation have said yes to the call of Christ to cast 
into the deep. Men who have inspired me to be a better man!

Jesus says in Luke’s gospel: “I have come to set the earth on fire, and how I wish it were already blazing!” This is my 
current prayer, I have been called I have been accepted by the Diocese of Phoenix and I am ready to go. Yet I’m stuck. 
Can you imagine feeling called to something as important as this, yet you are unable to move forward because of a 
financial obstacle? I think, if not for this financial burden, I might have entered five years ago. Thank God for the work 
of The Labouré Society and the body of the Church! God willing, my entrance date will not be blocked much longer 
with your help through the work of Labouré.

Prayer & Invitation: I believe there are many young people who feel a call from God to a vocation, but for whatever 
reason do not pursue it. Please, I beg you, pray for vocations. We desperately need the next generation of holy men 
and women to carry the Church into the future. All the holy saints we think of in the past were made saints because of 
people like you who prayed and supported them. If you would like to learn more about my story and ways that you 
can help, please contact me at: jeffreyp@laboureaspirant.org. 

“I felt God was calling me by name 
for Himself and for His Church.”

Our vocations story videos are online at: www.RescueVocations.org
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I am an aspirant of Labouré
I am also a fundraiser for a class of aspirants pursuing the priesthood or religious life. A recent study 
confirmed that nearly 1 of every 2 aspirants are blocked from entering their seminaries and religious 
communities because of student loan debt. It is the only thing that prevents many – including me – from 
entering formation to become a priest, sister or brother.  My classmates are discerning all over the country.

With your help, we will rebuild the Church!
My goal is to raise $60,000 (the average student loan amount) before December 31st of this year for  
The Labouré Society, a Catholic non-profit that helps aspirants like me to answer God’s call. 

Every aspirant has been accepted by a diocese or community and is required to work to liquidate their 
assets in order to make their own maximum loan 
payments. Through Labouré, my fellow aspirants and I 
work together as a class, raising donations which will be 
divided amongst the class and ultimately applied to our 
remaining student loans. 

We are blessed to have this opportunity to share our love 
for God, our vocation stories, and to invite hundreds of 
individuals to support vocations like ours by financially 
investing in our future and the future of the Church. 

Will you join our vocational journeys? 

Please partner with us and be part of our vocation  
team so we can answer God’s call together!

My Vocation: Being a priest had always been on the table as a practicing 
Catholic. I regularly considered it when I was young but put it on the back 
burner during my teenage years. My sophomore year at college, I attended a 
discernment retreat at a diocesan seminary. At that retreat I remember being 
very much at peace with the idea of being a priest. Thinking about the life 
of a priest; praying the office, hearing confessions, fostering a community, 
and confecting the Eucharist was all very attractive to me and this peace was 
so compelling that I realized I had to pursue it more seriously to effectively 
discern. 

After college I had more time available so I began to attend more come-and-
see retreats with various orders and the local diocese. Each event was kind 
of like going on a blind date. You look for that magic fit, like a puzzle piece 
to your soul, but also look for where you can do the most good with the gifts 
or talents you’ve been given. I have an affinity for preaching. I really enjoy 
public speaking! I love talking to large groups about anything theological 
and a family friend recommended I check out the Dominican Order which is 
the order of preachers. Right away I felt at home; Dominican way of life has 
four pillars; prayer, study, community, and ministry. Each pillar plays a role 
in both the personal life of the religious and all those who interact with them. 

Dominican spirituality centers around “sharing the fruits of contemplation” 
which implies a balance of contemplative and active lifestyles. It was seeing 
these tenets in action that attracted me to the Dominican Order. In my 
vocation I desire to preach, minister to the sick and suffering, offer the Mass, 
and hear confessions. However, that spiritual battery easily runs dry without 
study, prayer, and community. I know I’m going to need brothers during the 

challenges, knowledge to inform preaching, prayer to give time to God, and contemplation, and I think I may have 
found the balance I need with the Dominicans, God willing. I’m very excited and nervous, but I know that with any 
vocation where there is sacrifice there is also abundant grace!

Called to Serve: I’m happy to say that I am an aspirant with the Dominican Order but I have a very difficult obstacle to 
overcome. At the current rate and ability, I would have to wait more than ten years before being debt free and able to 
enter the Order freely. Thankfully my vocation director was able to direct me to The Labouré Society and I have been 
incorporated into their 15th class! It is safe to say that I feel very blessed and I thank you for taking the time to learn 
more about the mission. 

Prayer & Invitation: I ask that you please continue to pray for vocations. I’ve witnessed first-hand that those prayers 
are working like you wouldn’t believe! Many people are encouraged by God and the Church to consider ministering 
to His flock thanks to your prayers. If you would like to know more about my vocation story, I encourage you to reach 
out to me directly at conor@laboureaspirant.org. I love personal interaction and would love to get to know you more 
as I take this journey of faith.
 

 

 

“In my vocation I desire to preach, 
minister to the sick and suffering, 
offer the Mass, and hear 
confessions.”

Our vocations story videos are online at: www.RescueVocations.org
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In the Beginning: Hi, my name is Anthony Cruz. I was born and raised in Caguas, 
Puerto Rico and now live in Chicago, Illinois. My family has both Catholic and 
Protestant roots leading me to grow up in both worlds. As a baby, I was baptized 
Roman Catholic yet mainly grew up Protestant. Faith was, however, central to 
my life and worldview. 

My Faith: Since my teen years, I felt an attraction to faith, religion, and culture.  
As my family moved around I would walk to the closest church to attend 
worship service. Once we moved back to Puerto Rico, I began to discover the 
Church in a new way. A devotion to the Holy Spirit began to develop and my 
community there helped me to discover and renew a love for the faith which 
extended through my high school years and halfway through college.

My Vocation: My past religious experiences led me to apply to Andover 
Newton Theology School. It was there that I learned about interreligious 
dialogue and, without knowing it, began to develop the vocabulary I 
needed to express my deepest longings. During my studies, I learned to 
explore and find out who or rather whose I was while discovering my 
theological voice as a budding theologian.

My first year I attended a course sponsored by The Hispanic Summer 
program. That program changed the trajectory of my whole life. A priest 
who taught a class on Latino Religious Expressions helped me see how 
my Catholic and cultural identity were intertwined. As a result, I ended 
up returning to school with a desire to re-kindle my faith as a baptized 
Catholic and was confirmed the following Easter. My confirmation 
process was amazing, and my godmother played a great role in this. 
She helped me navigate through and nurture the faith of my baptism. 
Ultimately this lead me to my current studies at the Jesuit Theologate in 
California.

Called to Serve: During a summer of service with the Society of Jesus I 
felt the motion of the Holy Spirit in a new way. This started a process 

of exploration of the possibility of religious life in Puerto Rico. While there, I attended a local Mass and 
encountered the Claretians. These men lived close by and, to my great surprise were the foundational 
rock to the local community. I quickly noticed how the community admired the Claretians as did I while 
developing a relationship with them. Many times the Claretians accompany those who live and work 

“I quickly realized that the 
charism of this community, 
which can be summed up as 
Servants of the Word and 
Companions in Hope, was the 
kind of ministry that I wanted 
to embody and live out as a 
religious.”

Anthony Cruz Pantojas

Community:  Sons of the Immaculate   
 Heart of Mary (Claretians)

Alma Mater: Jesuit School of Theology 
 of Santa Clara University

Degree:  Theology, Missiology           
Home:  Illinois 
Phone:  (787) 940-6156 
Email:  anthonyc@rescuevocations.org 
To Donate:  rescuevocations.org/anthony
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Assisted into formation to the 
priesthood or religious life

In operation
since 2003

Are discerning a vocation and have been accepted 
into a diocese or religious institute

Are blocked from entering or continuing vocational 
formation due to student loans

Are trained by Labouré in Catholic-based 
fundraising and are provided with practical tools, 

personal mentoring, and accountability

Share their vocation stories with thousands of 
Catholic donors, thereby building a culture of 

vocations and evangelization

As a class of 20-25 aspirants raise funds collectively 
and receive awards from those funds to be applied 

to their debt

Works with aspirants to utilize all personal means to 
mitigate their loan amount prior to acceptance into the 

program

Trains each aspirant in Catholic-based philanthropy

Mentors each aspirant to build a unified team; each 
individual works toward the collective goal

Provides ongoing accountability and personal 
guidance to ensure proper preparation and completion 

of the individual fundraising plans of each aspirant

Equips each aspirant with an online fundraising 
platform and multi-media fundraising tools

Facilitates ongoing aspirant/donor communication 
and updates after aspirant enters formation
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10,000 42%
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