Why is Labouré Needed?

10,000
Individuals discerning a
priestly or religious vocation in
the US annually*

42%

$60,000

Are blocked from pursuing
this call due to education
loans*

The average amount our
vocational aspirants in Labouré
owe in educational loans

How does the Mission Work?
OUR ASPIRANTS

THE LABOURE SOCIETY

Are discerning a vocation and have been accepted
into a diocese or religious institute

This is my

Vocation Story
In the Beginning: Hello, my name is Michael Harp. I grew up an only child in a
Catholic family and was blessed to always have faith in God. My mother taught
me how to pray the Rosary and speak to Christ like a friend while instilling in me
a strong sense of empathy for others.
At the same time I was also exposed to a secular culture where at times I used my
freedom for mischief. I lived a paradoxical life, believing such things as, “It’s OK,
God loves me and understands.” This was the spirituality of my youth, and it led
me down some dark roads throughout high school and the first half of my college
career.

Trains each aspirant in Catholic-based philanthropy
Mentors each aspirant to build a unified team; each
individual works toward the collective goal

Are trained by Labouré in Catholic-based
fundraising and are provided with practical tools,
personal mentoring, and accountability

Provides ongoing accountability and personal
guidance to ensure proper preparation and completion
of the individual fundraising plans of each aspirant

Share their vocation stories with thousands of
Catholic donors, thereby building a culture of
vocations and evangelization

Equips each aspirant with an online fundraising
platform and multi-media fundraising tools

As a class of 20-25 aspirants raise funds collectively
and receive awards from those funds to be applied
to their debt

Facilitates ongoing aspirant/donor communication
and updates after aspirant enters formation

What Has Labouré Accomplished?
$8 MILLION

300+

PROVEN

TRUSTED

Raised by Labouré
aspirants since 2003

Assisted into formation to the
priesthood or religious life

In operation
since 2003

Listed in the Official
Catholic Directory

* NRVC, Vision Study, 2010
The Labouré Society is a recognized 501(c)(3) nonprofit, and is listed in the Official Catholic Directory. All donations are tax deductible. Gifts solicited by our aspirants belong to Labouré and are
dispersed upon board approved guidelines to ensure full compliance with IRS rulings. All gifts made to Labouré are non-refundable. Aspirants who leave Labouré are not required to repay any
funds disbursed but are strongly encouraged to support Labouré however possible. Funds granted but not dispersed to a former aspirant are made available to other Labouré needs.

Community: The Benedictine Monks
of Divine Will
Alma Mater: St. Meinrad Seminary
Degree:
Home:
Phone:
Email:
To Donate:

Theology, Philosophy
Alabama
(251) 680-1412
mike@laboureaspirant.org
rescuevocations.org/michael

My Faith: Throughout my faith journey, I
embarked on a pattern of ups and downs in
which I would seek the Lord wholeheartedly
after hitting rock bottom, but then backslide after He had lifted me out
of trouble and brushed me off. Finally, I decided to change.

Works with aspirants to utilize all personal means to
mitigate their loan amount prior to acceptance into the
program

Are blocked from entering or continuing vocational
formation due to student loans

Michael Harp

“It was as if every time I
swallowed the Eucharist it
was lodged inside me and
became a flame. ”

It was a slow process. Starting with Genesis, I began to read Scripture
daily and after eight months had read the entire Bible. I accompanied
these daily readings with Rosary, frequent Confession, and walking
to daily Mass. Sometimes during these walks, I would reflect on the
second Joyful Mystery in which Mary visits Elizabeth: “The journey to
Elizabeth’s home is about eighty miles requiring four or five days travel.
Though long and arduous, the journey is joyous, for Mary bears with
her the Incarnate Word.”

I was in a spiritually dark time then, but with each journey to Mass I
grew a little lighter. One day I noticed my heart was skipping and my chest began to feel like lava. It was
as if every time I swallowed the Eucharist it was lodged inside me and became a flame. To this day, it
reignites in the measure that I surrender myself to my heavenly Father at Holy Mass, my daily fuel.
My Vocation: I have heard some who attend support groups say when they are feeling weak, “I have to
get a meeting in.” But with me it was, “I have to get a Mass in.” It so happened that my coming to love the
Eucharist coincided with my coming to know Jesus personally. My relationship with the Eucharist and with
God are synonymous. I feel I am as reliant on the Body and Blood of Christ as I am dependent on God for
breath, and so to me the Eucharist means what Jesus said at the first Mass: “Unless you eat the flesh of the
Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you.”
I focused on getting to know God as ‘Jesus,’ and felt as if He were physically present, like someone I could
reach out and touch in the room. I prayed for wisdom and began to see the world differently. My prior
philosophies were turned upside down, and God allowed me to see where I needed to improve my life and

the vices it contained. I needed a clean break from the life I had been living. I
broke up with my girlfriend and I no longer spent time with my fraternity. I
went so far as to spend one month alone in my apartment, just my dog and me,
praying and fasting to gain clarity and the strength to turn from that old way of
life. It was a desert experience that lasted through Lent that year. When it was
over I decided to return home but still had no idea what I wanted to do with
my life.
Called to Serve: I enrolled in the nearby Jesuit college where I studied theology,
and God led me every step of the way. My mother had actually been praying
for me for a long time; she thought I should major in theology. Through divine
providence, I found a job and a spiritual director that I would have for the next
three years. As God would have it, this spiritual director was also the Vocation
Director for my archdiocese, and when I graduated, I prayerfully decided to
enter the diocesan seminary. After much prayer and counsel with my spiritual
director, family and friends, I discerned that God was leading me on a different
path. I felt called to pursue life in a religious order called the Benedictines of
Divine Will, in Italy.
When I visited them, it felt like I was home. Their daily lifestyle was very
simple and spoke to me in ways other experiences had not. I felt I was being
“I never cease to be amazed at the
led by the Holy Spirit. I am thrilled that I am called to pursue this vocation, and
way the Holy Spirit calls each of I have been blessed with great encouragement from my community. I never
us to be His hands and feet in the cease to be amazed at the way the Holy Spirit calls each of us to be his hands
world.”
and feet in this world.
Prayer & Invitation: One hurdle I must overcome is my student loan debt. Although I have been accepted into the
Benedictines of Divine Will, I cannot begin my novitiate or be ordained until this obstacle is removed. In union with
my fellow Labouré Aspirants I ask for your prayers and your support. Your assistance during this time of our journey
is appreciated beyond measure, and I will keep your intentions in my prayers.
Please join me in prayer for all vocations and especially my classmates. If you would like to learn more about my
vocation or those of my fellow Labouré aspirants, email mike@laboureaspirant.org. Thank you and God Bless You!

I am an aspirant of Labouré
I am also a fundraiser for a class of aspirants pursuing the priesthood or religious life. A recent study
confirmed that nearly 1 of every 2 aspirants are blocked from entering their seminaries and religious
communities because of student loan debt. It is the only thing that prevents many – including me – from
entering formation to become a priest, sister or brother. My classmates are discerning all over the country.
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With your help, we will rebuild the Church!
My goal is to raise $60,000 (the average student loan amount) before December 31st of this year for
The Labouré Society, a Catholic non-profit that helps aspirants like me to answer God’s call.
Every aspirant has been accepted by a diocese or community and is required to work to liquidate their
assets in order to make their own maximum loan payments. Through Labouré, my fellow aspirants and
I work together as a class, raising donations which will be divided amongst the class and ultimately
applied to our remaining student loans.
We are blessed to have this opportunity to share our love for God, our vocation stories, and to invite
hundreds of individuals to support vocations like ours by financially investing in our future and the future
of the Church.
Will you join our vocational journeys?
Please partner with us and be part of our vocation team so we can answer God’s call together!

The Summer, 2019 Class of Labouré Aspirants

Our vocations story videos are online at: www.RescueVocations.org

in the fields. They walk with them and provide pastoral accompaniment
and the sacraments. During the rest of the year, there are different events
to care for their needs and well-being. I quickly realized that the charism
of this community, which can be summed up as Servants of the Word and
Companions in Hope, was the kind of ministry that I wanted to embody and
live out as a religious. I believe that the Holy Spirit has loving and creative
ways to attract us to our vocations in ways that are fruitful and beneficial for
those to whom we are called to serve.
Prayer & Invitation: I ask for your prayers as our aspirant class enters the
Labouré program. Pray for us as we develop relationships with generous
benefactors nation wide. I also pray that you can learn more about St. Anthony
Claret and our charism,” As Sons of the Heart of Mary, we are called to be
real men open to the Spirit, led by God and always docile to the Holy Spirit’s
directions, men on fire with love.”
Lastly, know that a cloud of witnesses and Saints are praying for us (yes,
including you!) as we discern our particular call to live out holiness in our
religious caling. If you would like to learn more about my vocation story and
how to support our class of aspirants, please contact me at
anthonyc@rescuevocations.org.

“I believe that the Holy Spirit has
loving and creative ways to
attract us to our vocations in
ways that are fruitful and
beneficial for those to whom
we are called to serve.”

I am an aspirant of Labouré
I am also a fundraiser for a class of aspirants pursuing the priesthood or religious life. A recent study
confirmed that nearly 1 of every 2 aspirants are blocked from entering their seminaries and religious
communities because of student loan debt. It is the only thing that prevents many – including me – from
entering formation to become a priest, sister or brother. My classmates are discerning all over the country.
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With your help, we will rebuild the Church!
My goal is to raise $60,000 (the average student loan amount) before December 31st of this year for
The Labouré Society, a Catholic non-profit that helps aspirants like me to answer God’s call.
Every aspirant has been accepted by a diocese or community and is required to work to liquidate their
assets in order to make their own maximum loan payments. Through Labouré, my fellow aspirants and
I work together as a class, raising donations which will be divided amongst the class and ultimately
applied to our remaining student loans.
We are blessed to have this opportunity to share our love for God, our vocation stories, and to invite
hundreds of individuals to support vocations like ours by financially investing in our future and the future
of the Church.
Will you join our vocational journeys?
Please partner with us and be part of our vocation team so we can answer God’s call together!

The Summer, 2019 Class of Labouré Aspirants

Our vocations story videos are online at: www.RescueVocations.org

Why is Labouré Needed?

10,000
Individuals discerning a
priestly or religious vocation in
the US annually*

42%

$60,000

Are blocked from pursuing
this call due to education
loans*

The average amount our
vocational aspirants in Labouré
owe in educational loans

How does the Mission Work?
OUR ASPIRANTS

THE LABOURE SOCIETY

Are discerning a vocation and have been accepted
into a diocese or religious institute

Works with aspirants to utilize all personal means to
mitigate their loan amount prior to acceptance into the
program

Are blocked from entering or continuing vocational
formation due to student loans

In the Beginning: Hi, my name is Anthony Cruz. I was born and raised in Caguas,
Puerto Rico and now live in Chicago, Illinois. My family has both Catholic and
Protestant roots leading me to grow up in both worlds. As a baby, I was baptized
Roman Catholic yet mainly grew up Protestant. Faith was, however, central to
my life and worldview.
My Faith: Since my teen years, I felt an attraction to faith, religion, and culture.
As my family moved around I would walk to the closest church to attend
worship service. Once we moved back to Puerto Rico, I began to discover the
Church in a new way. A devotion to the Holy Spirit began to develop and my
community there helped me to discover and renew a love for the faith which
extended through my high school years and halfway through college.

Provides ongoing accountability and personal
guidance to ensure proper preparation and completion
of the individual fundraising plans of each aspirant
Equips each aspirant with an online fundraising
platform and multi-media fundraising tools

As a class of 20-25 aspirants raise funds collectively
and receive awards from those funds to be applied
to their debt

Facilitates ongoing aspirant/donor communication
and updates after aspirant enters formation

What Has Labouré Accomplished?
300+

PROVEN

Assisted into formation to the
priesthood or religious life

In operation
since 2003

TRUSTED

Listed in the Official
Catholic Directory

* NRVC, Vision Study, 2010
The Labouré Society is a recognized 501(c)(3) nonprofit, and is listed in the Official Catholic Directory. All donations are tax deductible. Gifts solicited by our aspirants belong to Labouré and are
dispersed upon board approved guidelines to ensure full compliance with IRS rulings. All gifts made to Labouré are non-refundable. Aspirants who leave Labouré are not required to repay any
funds disbursed but are strongly encouraged to support Labouré however possible. Funds granted but not dispersed to a former aspirant are made available to other Labouré needs.

Anthony Cruz Pantojas
Community: Sons of the Immaculate 		
Heart of Mary (Claretians)
Alma Mater: Jesuit School of Theology
of Santa Clara University
Degree:
Home:
Phone:
Email:
To Donate:

Theology, Missiology
Illinois
(787) 940-6156
anthonyc@rescuevocations.org
rescuevocations.org/anthony

My Vocation: My past religious experiences led me to apply to Andover
Newton Theology School. It was there that I learned about interreligious
dialogue and, without knowing it, began to develop the vocabulary I
needed to express my deepest longings. During my studies, I learned to
explore and find out who or rather whose I was while discovering my
theological voice as a budding theologian.

Mentors each aspirant to build a unified team; each
individual works toward the collective goal

Share their vocation stories with thousands of
Catholic donors, thereby building a culture of
vocations and evangelization

Raised by Labouré
aspirants since 2003

Vocation Story

Trains each aspirant in Catholic-based philanthropy

Are trained by Labouré in Catholic-based
fundraising and are provided with practical tools,
personal mentoring, and accountability

$8 MILLION

This is my

“I quickly realized that the
charism of this community,
which can be summed up as
Servants of the Word and
Companions in Hope, was the
kind of ministry that I wanted
to embody and live out as a
religious.”

My first year I attended a course sponsored by The Hispanic Summer
program. That program changed the trajectory of my whole life. A priest
who taught a class on Latino Religious Expressions helped me see how
my Catholic and cultural identity were intertwined. As a result, I ended
up returning to school with a desire to re-kindle my faith as a baptized
Catholic and was confirmed the following Easter. My confirmation
process was amazing, and my godmother played a great role in this.
She helped me navigate through and nurture the faith of my baptism.
Ultimately this lead me to my current studies at the Jesuit Theologate in
California.

Called to Serve: During a summer of service with the Society of Jesus I
felt the motion of the Holy Spirit in a new way. This started a process
of exploration of the possibility of religious life in Puerto Rico. While there, I attended a local Mass and
encountered the Claretians. These men lived close by and, to my great surprise were the foundational
rock to the local community. I quickly noticed how the community admired the Claretians as did I while
developing a relationship with them. Many times the Claretians accompany those who live and work

