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My name is Stephen Ferrazzano. I am called to serve Christ and His Church as a priest
with the Diocese of Winona-Rochester. This is my story.

In the Beginning

In my early years, I experienced loneliness and did not have much of a faith. After some conversion experiences
in my family, we began attending protestant services more regularly. The small amount of Christian faith I
carried into adolescence soon grew lukewarm, and as a teen, I was focused on the world and sought only my
own happiness. Church wasn't a priority for me and I convinced myself that God didn’t care. This ultimately
brought me only more anxiety and pain, as I pushed God further and further into the background.

Yet a spark qf God’s love remained in my heart, and by the end of high' “o by the end o f hlgh

school, I decided to tend to the spark and study theology. I thought I might hool. I decided d

become a protestant minister with a wife and children of my own someday. $chool, ecided to stu Yy
theology.”

My VOCatlon —Stephen Ferrazzano

As I began my studies, I was initially more hostile towards the Catholic Church, but God wasn’t finished with
me. He blessed me with a love of history, and as I studied theology and history side-by-side, I realized that the
Catholic Church is true. Some solid theology classes helped me learn more about this truth.

I was drawn to ancient hermits and beautiful Catholic liturgies, and entered RCIA (the Rite of Christian Initiation
for Adults — classes in the Catholic Faith) and converted at the age of 19. Immediately, I began to consider the
priesthood.

Further spiritual development was needed, though, so I finished my studies and entered the workforce. Soon, my
vocation director prompted me to apply to the seminary. At seminary, with God’s grace, I began to be formed
into a different man. Trust in God grew within me and broke through the hard shell around my heart.



“God has rescued me and
I want to share God’s
love and mercy with all
people.”

—Stephen Ferrazzano

Called to Serve

God has rescued me and I want to share God’s love and mercy with
all people, showing them through my own experience that God
never gives up on His children. As I think about the priesthood,

I look forward to hearing confessions, granting absolution, and
helping people start anew with God’s grace. The sacraments are
truly life-giving. Just as I have received new life from them, I want
to help others experience the sacraments in this same way.

God truly has a sense of humor, as He brought an anti-Catholic not
only to conversion, but then to repentance and now to the seminary!
I'm living proof of His humor, His mercy, and His love. I hope to
help people as a priest by bringing them back to God to experience
new life in Christ.

Prayer & Invitation

Please pray for me and for my fellow Labouré classmates on our
vocation journeys.

Feel free to reach out with any questions you might have at:
StephenFerrazzano@rescuevocations.org

“There are very few people who realize
what God would make of them if they
idoned themselves into his hands,
elves be formed by his grace.”

— St. Ignatius of Loyola



[ am an aspirant of Laboure

This means that I am a fundraiser for a class of aspiring priests, sisters and brothers. Many discerners

are blocked from pursuing seminary / religious formation due to student loan debt - and that’s not the
only obstacle. Many of our religious institutions struggle to pay for candidates” seminary / formation. My
classmates are discerning all over the nation.
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With your help, we will rebuild the Church!

My goal is to raise $60,000 during this current class of The Labouré Society,
a Catholic non-profit that helps aspirants like me to answer God’s call.

LABOURE'

Our class video, once available, may be viewed online at www.rescuevocations.org. HELP RESCUE VOCATIONS'




Why is Laboure Needed?

260,000
7 -

The average amount of i - Most dioceses / eparchies Rising formation costs often
. : Many religious communities : oad oo o
educational debt blocking . will allow some debt limit missionary activities
3 3 : cannot afford to assume their S . .
aspirants in Labouré from 3 p but have a limited threshold and care of aging priests and
aspirants’ loan debts 10
for acceptance religious.

answering God'’s call*

How does the Mission Work?

w THE LABOURE SOCIETY

Works with aspirants to utilize all personal means
to mitigate their loan amount upon
joining the program

Are discerning a vocation and have been selected
into a diocese / eparchy or religious institute

Are blocked from entering or continuing vocational ] . ] ] )
formation due to student loans and/or formation expenses Trains each aspirant in Catholic-based philanthropy
Are trained by Labouré in Catholic-based fundraising Mﬁ‘?“g.s ?gchlasplrﬁni to buclll;:lha unlllﬁeg class; 1

and are provided with practical tools, personal mentoring SIS BN IR AR UeARADY SCCaECHE502

and accountability Accompanies each aspirant through ongoing

. . . . ¢ accountability and guidance to ensure successful
Sl il wecafion siisras il douEen s o completion of individual and class fundraising plans

Catholic donors, thereby building a culture of

vocations and evangelization Equips each aspirant with an online fundraising

platform and multi-media fundraising tools

As a class, aspirants raise funds collectively and receive
awards from those funds to be applied Facilitates ongoing aspirant/donor communication
to their educational debt and updates after aspirant enters formation

What Has Laboure Accomplished?
350+ INSTITUTIONS

100% of Labouré Staff
aspirant-raised raise separate —

funds go to the funding for
direct benefit of overhead and
aspirants in the general operation
program expenses “
Raised by 430 Labouré

One organization - two separate silos of funds. Labouré supports aspirants assisted into formation
for the priesthood or religious life

vocations at no cost to the aspirant or their institution.
since 2003

Supported by 350+ religious
institutions & 80+ bishops to
help deliver their aspirants
debt-free
*According to 2022 Forbes Magazine, the national average education loan debt can be as high as $40k. For aspirants in the Labouré program the average debt is $80k-100k.

The Labouré Society is a recognized 501(c)(3) nonprofit, and is listed in the Official Catholic Directory. All donations are tax deductible. Gifts solicited by our aspirants belong to Labouré and are

dispersed upon board-approved guidelines to ensure full compliance with IRS rulings. All gifts made to Labouré are non-refundable. Aspirants who leave Labouré are not required to repay any
funds disbursed but are strongly encouraged to support Labouré however possible. Funds granted but not dispersed to a former aspirant are made available to other Labouré program needs.



