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My name is Isaiah Rodriguez. I am called to serve Christ and His Church as a priest with the Saint
John Society. This is my story.

In the Beginning

I was raised in a tight-knit Catholic family, shaped by generations of faith. Family is everything to me—not just
something I belong to, but something I carry with me. The values passed down to me through generations still guide
my life today.

During my teen years, though, I began to slowly drift away from God, until life became numb and dark. One moment
that changed my life forever started out as a carefree Friday night in college. During a party, one of my friends quietly
stepped onto the fire escape. Something told me to run and grab him. Forty feet P

above the ground, I held on with everything I had. In that instant, the music, the I became aware that
laughter, the party all disappeared. As others rushed to help, one thought kept what drew me was not
repeating: life is precious, yet there is so much darkness. That night was supposed to be simvly ministry. but
fun. Instead, it became a night of deep reflection...and the moment I decided to take P y :.V’

my life in a new direction: a life lived in the light. the pries thood itse lf

I was attracted to the

My Vocation sacramental identity

riest.”
Spurred by my experience, I sought out the Newman Center at my college. There, I Of the prie t
encountered people who showed me the joy of a life rooted in Christ. As my faith —Isaiah Rodriguez
deepened, so did my desire to share it.

Recognizing the profound hunger for Christ among college students, I felt called to a two-year volunteer missionary
experience that significantly changed my life. Over time, I became aware that what drew me was not simply ministry,
but the priesthood itself. I was attracted to the sacramental identity of the priest, to being configured to Christ the Good
Shepherd in a lifelong, public way through service, sacrifice, and spiritual fatherhood. In the months that followed, I



“I want to be a priest
with a missionary heart,
one who seeks out the
lost sheep, walks with
those on the margins,
and builds bridges that
lead people back to
Christ.”

—Isaiah Rodriguez

noticed a new steadiness in my prayer, a greater desire for silence and
discipline, and an increasing desire to place my entire life at the service
of others.

Called to Serve

Reflecting on how God has shaped me, I see how inseparable my story
is from the life of the Church. Being formed within missionary
communities and surrounded by diverse expressions of faith taught me
humility, listening, and presence. The Church is where I encountered
Christ, and it is where I desire to give my life.

I want to be a priest with a missionary heart, one who seeks out the lost
sheep, walks with those on the margins, and builds bridges that lead
people back to Christ. I desire to help create spaces where individuals
can encounter the love, mercy, and joy of Jesus Christ... the truest and
most fulfilling joy any person can receive. This is the life I feel called to
live: not one of comfort, but one poured out in love.

Prayer & Invitation

Please pray for me and for my fellow Labouré classmates on our
vocation journeys.

Feel free to reach out with any questions you might have at:
IsaiahRodriguez@rescuevocations.org.
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Why is Laboure Needed?
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How does the Mission Work?

OUR ASPIRANTS

Avre discerning a vocation and have been selected
imbo a dincese .I'e-pa.r:l':_'p or n:l'ig'inus mshtute

Are blocked from entering or continuing vocational
formation duee to student loans and/or formation expenses

Are trained by Labouré in Catholic-based fundraising
and are provided wlﬂadprac-uml tools, personal mentoring
and accountability

Share their vocation stories with thousands of
Catholic donors, thereby building a culture of
vocations and evangelization

As a class, aspirants raise funds collectively and receive

awards from those funds to be applied
to their eduwcational debt

Wiorks with aspirants to utilize all personal means
[13] mi.l'ig.ah: their loan amount Lpomn
joining the program

Trains each aspirant in Catholic-based philanthropy

Mentors each aspirant fo build a unified class:
each individual works toward the collective goal

Accompanies each aspirant through ongoing
accountability and guidance to ensure successful
completion of individual and class fundraising plans

Equips each aﬂ:lrant with an online fundraising
platform and mulb-media fundraising tools

Facilitates ongoing aspirant/donoe conmmunication
and updates after aspirant enkers formation
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